Neuroendoscopic laser-assisted ventriculostomy of the third ventricle.
Hydrocephalus is caused by an imbalance between the production and absorption of cerebrospinal fluid. Ventriculostomy of the third ventricle now is an acceptable treatment alternative for this problem. This procedure reduces costs over the course of the illness because the patient does not require subsequent shunt revisions throughout his or her life. The specialized care and the fear associated with the dependency on mechanical hardware also are eliminated if shunt placement is avoided. Postoperative complications may include increased intracranial pressure, bleeding, infection, and pain.